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Garment Comparison Project: Women’s Pajamas
	Quality is key when shopping for and evaluating any garment. One must consider not only style but clothing construction and details to decide if the garment is worth the amount on the price tag. To compare women’s pajamas, I chose a pink, striped pair from Walmart by the brand Simply Basic for the low end example. The pajamas have a retail price of $13. For the high end example, I chose $64 red and white plaid pajamas from Dillard’s. The brand is Lauren by Ralph Lauren and the price is $64. 
	Both sets of pajamas are long sleeved with a collar and a button placket. They come with matching pants. The Walmart label is printed on in the back of the shirt neckline; this provides a more comfortable feel. There is also a tag sewn into the seam at the back of the pants containing the same label information. The country of origin is China and the fiber content is 60% cotton and 40% polyester. The care content states to machine wash warm with like colors, gentle cycle, use only non-chlorine bleach when needed, tumble dry low, remove promptly, warm iron if necessary. Care symbols were also provided.  Cotton, a natural cellulosic fiber, is very comfortable and generally has a soft hand. Polyester, a manufactured synthetic fiber, has advantages such as wrinkle resistance, durability and high color retention. The jersey knit fabric allows the pajamas to stretch. The Dillard’s pajamas have a woven tag at the center back neckline which looks more expensive, but potentially less comfortable. The country of origin is China and the fiber content is 100% cotton. The care content states to turn garment inside out before washing, machine wash cold with like colors, gentle cycle, only non-chlorine bleach when needed, tumble dry low, remove promptly, low iron if needed on reverse. Care symbols were also provided. The pajamas are made from a plain woven fabric brushed on the outside such as flannel. It has a very soft hand but not much stretch. 
	The stitch quality for the Walmart pajamas is generally poor. There are eleven stitches per inch and the tension is balanced. The stitches are not very neat as there are several loose threads. For example, on the bottom hem of one of the pants leg, there are two places where the stitching is popping out from the coverlock hem. The size of the thread seems appropriate. An overedge stitch is used throughout. All the seams have lots of bulk, making them uncomfortable. The coverlock stitch is used for all hems. The hems on the pants and bottom of the shirt are all ¾ inch. The sleeve cuff is 1 and ¼ inch. The pants crotch is sewn in opposite from how it should be; the inside seam should be sewn last as to not make a horseshoe sticking up. In contrast, the Dillard’s pajamas have a good stitch quality. There are also eleven stitches per inch. There is a balanced tension with no visible loose threads. Uniformity throughout the garment is very good, and the size of thread is appropriate. A 301 safety stitch is used inside the arm hole seam. A mock flat felled seam is used on the collar area. The seams are adequate as they are a little bulky, although not as much as the Walmart pair. The same problem exists in the crotch that the parts were sewn in opposite. The pants hem is 1 inch, and a ¼ inch shirt tail hem is used on the shirt. The sleeve cuff is about 2 and ¼ inches. The white thread color detracts from the dominate color pattern of red on the seams and button holes.
	Collars should be smooth and free of bulk, and the Walmart collar is incongruous with this statement. The inside curved seams are not clipped short or notched. The collar contains interfacing to maintain shape. The inside collar facing is not stitched down, so the interfacing can be easily seen when turned inside out. The cord trim and extra fabric is seen in the bottom inside corner of the collar. This unfinished part exemplifies very low quality and continues all the way down the placket. There are several loose threads around the collar. The main advantages are that the collar is symmetrical and does not show the back collar seam. The Dillard’s pajama collar displays a higher quality. It is interfaced for reinforcement, and the outer edges are very smooth with less bulk. The inside facing has been sewn all the way down the placket as to not see the inside. The left and right sides of the collar are the same shape. A cheetah print fashion fabric has been sewn under the back collar as a decorative detail. This adds to the cost of the garment and is a sign of high quality. The only major drawback is that the collar did not cover the back seam line; the fashion fabric was clearly visible. This was the most disappointing part of the garment. 
	Both sets of sleeves are set in and sewn in flat. The Walmart sleeves have bulky seams made with an overedge stitch. The cuff contains a lot of bulk, with loose threads on each side. Stripes are decently matched when the sleeve is hanging down. A little seam grin is visible at the top of the sleeve. The Dillard’s pajama sleeves are constructed better using a mock flat felled seam. The cuff has much less bulk, and it is much wider than the Walmart one. Almost no seam grin is visible on the sleeves. Another big disappointment with the Lauren pajamas is that the plaids do not match anywhere on the garment, including the sleeves and cuffs.
	 The waistbands on both pairs of pants have elastic for comfort and shaping. The Walmart pants have elastic sewn into the casing seam. This allows no extra give in the elastic. The width of the waistband is about one inch. The Dillard’s waistband has elastic enclosed in a casing, but it is not sewn down. This allows more stretch, and less chance of the elastic popping or breaking. The width of the waistband is about ¾ inch. There is also a drawstring casing on the front of the pants that adds to the cost of production. This allows the pants to fit closer to the wearer’s body. The sting slides easily in and out of the casing. 
	On the shirts of both pajamas there are applied pockets.  The Walmart pair has two pockets at the bottom, on either side of the placket. They are big enough to be functional and put small items in. The pockets are stitched well and reinforced at the top corners. On the inside at the seam, extra fabric is visible that should have been trimmed. There is one pocket located on the chest of the Dillard’s pajama shirt. Due to its location, it does not serve a functional purpose but rather a decorative one.. It has neat stitching and with reinforcement in the top corners. There is also some extra fabric on the inside that could have been trimmed. 
	Aesthetic details are present on both pajama shirts. On the Walmart shirt, there are small, pink leaves embroidered on the collar. It is very simple and in my opinion neither adds to nor detracts from the aesthetic quality of the garment. A pink cord trim decorates the outer edge of the placket, collar and sleeve cuffs. Although this is an inexpensive option, it enhances the garments appearance. The Dillard’s pajama shirt has a large embroidered insignia on the pocket in gold thread. It is very attractive and makes the shirt look richer. The embroidery is backed by interfacing. Black piping is sewn on the collar, placket and sleeve cuffs of the shirt. This is much more difficult to apply than a cord, so it is a sign of higher quality. Both decorative details on the Dillard’s pair come at a higher cost resulting in a more attractive finished look. 
	Plastic eyed buttons are used as closures on both garments, although there are a few differences. The Walmart pair has six, pink, 18 ligne buttons that are difficult to get through the holes. The buttons are evenly spaced with vertical button holes. On almost every button there is a loose thread which is an indication of low quality. Pajama sets are popular for older adults; the small buttons could be very difficult for them to handle. Closures for older adults should be easy to grasp and maneuver. The white buttons on the Dillard’s shirt in contrast are much bigger with very few loose threads. The button size is 30 lignes. Large buttons cost more than small buttons Because they are bigger there are only four buttons on the placket. The buttons are evenly spaced and very easy to move in between the horizontal button holes. 
	The fit of the Walmart pajamas has a very boxy shape, with loose pants and long sleeves. The elastic waist pants are easy to get on and off. They would be very comfortable for older adults and for sleeping in general. The Dillard’s pair seems to fit a little slimmer because the top it is shaped like a men’s dress shirt. It also has loose, long sleeves for comfortable lounging. Both garments appear to be on grain and resilient when using the crush test. If alterations are needed, which is not likely to be necessary for pajamas, the Walmart set would be easiest to alter.
	According to the observations, the Dillard’s pair is constructed better overall, but may not be worth the expensive $64 price tag. For that price the plaids should match at all seams. Another major pitfall is that the seam line is visible under the back of the collar. Overall the seams and style details are far superior to the Walmart pair. The problems with that pair include bulky seams, unmanageable buttons, unfinished inner collar edges, and poor stitches with loose threads. Some women might find this to be an acceptable value for the low price of $13. The button choice is most questionable because these pajamas seem to be targeted to an older market by the style details. The Dillard’s designer pair seems to be targeted to a younger woman who likes rich style details. For designer pajamas, the Ralph Lauren pair fell short of the intended $64 value. 
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Checklist for Quality Pajamas
1. Collar should be flat and interfaced, with raw edges concealed. Should be symmetrical and cover back seam line. No threads should be loose. 
2. Patterns should match throughout garment.
3. Cuffs should be trimmed for bulk.
4. Sleeve seams should be strong with no seam grin or bulk.
5. Waistline elastic should be stretchable and not break. Drawstring casing should work properly.
6. Fabric should be cut on grain.
7. Applied pockets should be reinforced in corners.
8. Aesthetic details should be securely attached and enhance the garment.
9. Button closures should be of sufficient size when no loose threads. They should fit easily through the button holes.
10. Fit should be comfortable for movement and sleeping.
